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The momentous conflict which transferred the realm of England to
the Norman conqueror was fought on the 14th of October, the birth-
day of Harold the last Saxon king. William had drawn up his
army in five divisions, himself commanding that in which the
knights and nobles of Normandy were embodied. His fine ap-
pearance when mounted at their head is thus described by one
of his captains. " Never have I seen a man so fairly armed, who
rode so gallantly and bore his lance so gracefully. There is no
other such knight under heaven; let hiiu fight and he will over-
come, and shame be to him that fails him/* Taillefer, the warrior-
minstrel of Normandy, rode at the head of the chivalry, singing
the war-song of Rollo as the battle joined. It was desperately
contested. William had three horses killed under him, Harold,
after performing prodigies of valour, was slain by a random
arrow entering his brain through his eye.

The victorious duke pitched his tent that night ni the field of
the dead at Senlac. William never called that fatal vale by any
other name than Swiguelac, or the lake of blood. Sixty thousand
men had been engaged on his side; one fourth at least were slain.
With Harold fell all the nobility of the south, and men too
numerous to be computed.

The coronation of William, the mighty forefather of our pre-
sent line of sovereigns, was solemnized in Westminster abbey on
Christmas day. A violent conflagration broke out in the neigh-
bourhood just as Aldred, archbishop of York, placed the crown
on his head; a fierce tumult without followed among the
Norman troops stationed to guard the abbey, nor could they
be pacified till their beloved chief came out of the abbey and
showed himself to them in his coronation robes and diadem.

CHAPTER II.

MATILDA, the duchess regent of Normandy, received the joyful
news of her lord's success while engaged in her devotions in the
suburban church of N6tre Dame near St. Sever. After returning
thanks to the God of battles for the victory, she ordered that the
church and priory should henceforth be called " Our Lady of
Good Tidings."

Matilda had governed Normandy during the absence of her
lord with great prudence and skill. It is, however, sad to record
that the first exercise of her power, as queSa of England, leaves a